Dear Councilman Thomas Mulligan,
I appreciate the time you and the Rockaway Borough Recreation Committee spent listening to the proposal I made on behalf of Rockaway Borough Little League concerning a new batting/pitching cage at Smith Field. As you suggested I have written the details to this proposal for your additional consideration.

We (Rockaway Borough Little League) would like to replace the current ball pen located down the right field line with an expanded area for pitching and batting. The permanent structure would be built off of the existing 10 foot high fence. New fence, 10 feet high, would be built out to enclose a rectangle measuring 20 feet wide by 50 feet long. The top of the structure would be enclosed by netting to prevent balls from bouncing back onto the players. The structure will be twice as wide as the original ball pen; the additional width is to accommodate two work-out areas separated by a 40 foot long and 10 foot high fence; the 10 foot gap will allow movement between the two areas. Two concrete pads would be built in the structure. The first measuring 20 feet wide by 20 feet long to accommodate three different pitching distances of 46 feet for Minor and Major Little League players, 42 to accommodate Little League Softball players and 35 feet for Farm Little League players. The second concrete pad would measure 20 feet wide by 10 long and built on the opposite side of the structure to accommodate home plates, and batters boxes. Between the two pads the structure will be leveled with dirt. Two “doors” will be built into the structure located by the pitching area; one door allowing access to the field, one allowing access to the grandstand. Both doors will be secured by chains and pad locks. Rockaway Borough Little League is prepared to cover all costs involved in the construction of the proposed batting/pitching cage. These structures are common throughout municipalities; Rockaway Township has a “two tunnel” cage` at Peterson field and the one we are modeling ours after resides in Roxbury.
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